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April 7, 1999

For Immediate Release:
STUDENTS TO PRESENT RESEARCH RESULTS TO FACULTY. PEERS. PUBLIC
CHARLESTON -- More than 100 students from various Midwestern universities
will gain experience in presenting research during the 18th annual Mid-America
Undergraduate Psychology Research Conference set to take place Saturday, April 10,
on the campus of Eastern Illinois University.
William Addison, professor of psychology and Eastern's conference liaison, said
the purpose of the conference is to recognize and encourage research by
undergraduate psychology students and to give them an opportunity to develop
scholarly as students. Student researchers will present their research and ideas to an
audience of faculty, peers and other interested persons.
Several presentations -- each 10 minutes in duration with a two-minute
question/answer period following -- will take place simultaneously in various rooms
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throughout the University Union.
"The conference gives students experience in the kinds of presentations they will
be making as graduate students and professionals. It provides an excellent forum for
the exchange of information, benefiting students and faculty alike," he added.
He noted, too, that the conference may be of particular interest to high school
students who are interested in studying psychology in college. "It's almost like a
science fair for students in psychology," he said.
The conference is open to the public, but registration is required. The cost is
$17, and persons may register the morning of the conference, beginning at 8 a.m. in
the Martin Luther King Jr. University Union. Presentations begin at 8:30 a.m. A lunch
will be provided at 11 :30 a.m. to all registrants and will be served in the University
Ballroom.
John Best, a member of Eastern's psychology department, will present
"Undergraduate Research: Finding the Sacred Fire," as the luncheon's keynote
speaker.
Several Indiana university/college psychology departments, including Butler
University, Franklin College, Indiana University-Purdue University at Indianapolis,
Marian College, the University of Indianapolis and the University of Southern Indiana,
are co-sponsoring the conference.
The conference began in March 1982 at Indiana State University at Evansville
(now the University of Southern Indiana), and has become one of the largest
conferences of its kind in the United States. Eastern last hosted the conference in
1996, with more than 120 student presenters and 200 attendees representing 24
colleges and universities throughout the Midwest.
For information, contact Addison at (217) 581-2127.
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